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FOSTERING INCREASED UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION BETWEEN

AN\ Japan-America Society of San Antonio
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THE CITIZENS OF SAN ANTONIO AND THE CITIZENS OF JAPAN.

2012 is the 25th

tions with organi

25 Years for San
Antonio/Kumamoto

In December of 1987, San Antonio
Mayor Henry Cisneros and Kuma-
moto City Mayor Yasumoto Tajiri
signed an agreement establishing a
sister city relationship. In part, they
agreed that exchanges in the fields
of education, culture, industry and
technology would help strengthen
US and Japan relations.

Since then, our two cities have par-
ticipated in many cultural and tech-
nological exchanges. Doctors, nurs-
es, teachers, businessmen and oth-
er groups have visited, exchanged
ideas and formed cooperative rela-
tionships. Several high schools and
universities such as Incarnate Word,
Our Lady of the Lake, and Universi-

zations here and i

ty of Texas San Antonio are in-
volved in student exchange pro-
grams. We have jointly constructed
a traditional Japanese Garden in
San Antonio and an authentic Pio-
neer Log Cabin in Kumamoto City.
Professional, corporate and citizen
exchanges continue to develop.

In recognition of this 25th Anniver-
sary of the Sister City agreement,
JASSA is partnering with the City of
San Antonio and other organiza-
tions to hold several events through-
out the year that celebrate the
friendship and cultures of our two
cities. Watch www.jas-sa.org for
future announcements!

Kagami Mochi (Creative Commons “Juni”)

SEE YOU THERE!

Happy New Year! Come celebrate the start of 2012 at the JASSA Shinenkai on Sun-
day, January 8th, 2 to 4 pm at the Igo Library, 13330 Kyle Seale Pkwy. Bring your fa-
vorite dish to share and enjoy with fellow JASSA members and usher in the new year
with good food and good company! RSVP to “events@jas-sa.org.”

The 25th Anniversary Asian Festival celebrates the Year of the Dragon and San An-
tonio's diverse and thriving Asian communities. JASSA will be participating again this
year serving Yakisoba, Curry, Onigiri and Ice Green Tea. We still need volunteers to
serve and take down! Contact Charlie at ca@danny21.com or 210-410-6939.
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Anniversary of the San Antonio and Kumamot
Sister City relationshinp. JASSA plans t @ i sever



A Message from the President:

Net 5 «=%skE<e ot ™y
A ° Happy New Year with best wishes
for peace, joy and good health in the
year of the Dragon! On behalf of the
entire JASSA board, |
would like to welcome
the new family and indi-
vidual members as well
as new corporate and
non-profit members that
have joined JASSA this
year. We hope you will
find new friendship and
inspiration while explor-
ing Japan with us.

The JASSA board is
grateful for your continu-
ing support of its mission and we look
forward to bringing more cultural and
educational events to San Antonio as we
celebrate the 25th anniversary with Ku-
mamoto, San Antonio’s sister city in Ja-
pan. Exciting events are in the making,
so please check JASSA’s homepage

regularly for new updates.

While San Antonio and Texas have been
blessed and sheltered from the global
economic recession, JAS-
SA continues to keep the
Tohoku tsunami and
earthquake victims in our
prayers. We wish for a
better year for recovery in
Japan and we look for-
ward to more cultural ex-
change and citizen inter-
actions between San An-
tonio and Japan in the
coming months. L
=9 24 TMTM\/ =3 JANE]

With warmest regards,
Mimi Yu - President of JASSA

Mi mi Yu is also
I nstitute &
guages &

Japanese
Literatures

Associ at e

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMATS

Princeton University

A 10 day summer camp for 40 Japanese and 40
American high school juniors and seniors helps them
get to know each other individually and culturally
through structured games, study and interaction.

Itis a 25 year old program with over 2000 "alumni",
held at Princeton University in New Jersey each
summer, managed by the High School Diplomats
team, and funded entirely through the generosity of
the Freeman Foundation and AlU Insurance compa-
ny. Student experience or knowledge of Japan is
not required. NAJAS is involved in the administration
of the Freeman Foundation grant for this program.

Applications deadline: Jan. 8, 2012. For more info:
http://www.highschooldiplomats.com/america.php.
(Only current sophomores and juniors are eligible to
apply. Please visit the website to download the appli-
cation_*All travel, food, and rgogwse>t<penie§ ?rea

. rec [

covered in the scho%rshm.)
Lecturer, Modern Lan-
at UTSA.

Welcome New & Renewing Members

I NDI VI DUAL

& FAMI LY

Charlie, Hiromi & Danny Akagi
Sue Belzer Family
Thomas & Ann Brogan
Tomoko Carroll
Elizabeth Cardenas
Fumiko Castillo
Yoshiko Chaisson
Misty Chen

Aya & Christopher Cho
Cathleen Crabb & Taeg Nishimoto
Tananaugh Espinoza
Michael Esquivel
Martha Fabrique
Marina Garvin

Yoshie Green

Ikuko Groesbeck

Koji Kubo Family

Carl & Rieko Johnson
Carol Johnson
Raymond Jordan

Zack Kuentz

Tomoe Kumashiro
Fred & Ginko Ladwig
Barbara Lazar

Stephany Lujan Family
Paul Maestas

Yasuno McNab

Kathy McNeill Family
Miwako Meredith Family
Akiko Morrow

Paul Myers

Michael Nishimuta Family
Andrew Orozco

Miharu & Bill Pittman
Janet & Don Powell

Don Pylant Family

Alissia Rushing

Judge Peter Sakai Family
Fumiko Savoie

Shirotori Family

Beth Standifird

Douglas & Hiromi Stringer Family
Hajime Takashima
Shin-ichi Tokuno

Kelli & Brad Troup Family
Nobuko Utterback

Miyako & W. Alvin Wallace Family
Brandon Wenzel

Vincent Williams Family

Ming-Shih Wong Family
Mimi Yu Family

SAMURAI

Ted Hattori

HATAMO MEMBER

Rosemary Kowalski

CORPORATE MEMBERS

Mission Pharmical
Yamax Health & Sports

NONPROFI T MEMBERS

East Asia Institute, UTSA

River City lado & Kendo Kyokai
San Antonio International Relations
University of Incarnate Word
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DI D YOU KIiNSadMdtonio we have Fiesta and Luminaria, but in Kumamoto City they host an annual
"Hinokuni Matsuri (Fire Country Festival) referring to high volcanic activity in the area. People gather near the Kuma-
moto Castle to celebrate with food, drinks, dance and fireworks.



On the Kumamoto-San Antonio
Sister City Relationship:

Zachery Kuent z

San Antoni

Kumamoto and San Antonio have a
special relationship as sister cities
and we share a lot of things: similar
weather, historical landmarks that
are iconic images of our cityscape,
and a common sense of hospitality
that is as strong in the Higo Region
as it is in South Texas. As a high
school student | experienced this first
hand during a study abroad at Kuma-
moto’s Chiharadai High School.

Despite not knowing the language
well or anyone beforehand (and go-
ing by myself), | felt warmly em-

shares hi s
0o'-Ku®Samoeo

experience

City, Japan.

braced by everyone | met in Kuma-

moto from my teachers, my host fam-

ily, my classmates, everyone.

| came home from Kumamoto with
not only much improved language
skills, but also with a profound re-

spect for and friendship with the peo-

ple of Kumamoto. Nearly 10 full
years later, | still maintain the rela-
tionships | made as a 16-year old
high school student and constantly
look forward to the time when | can
eat karashi renkon and basashi with
my friends once more!

as

Kuentz is J;
Vice President (Proq
Budget Manager for
Management & Budget

San Antoni o.

Zachery

January corporate profiles

INTERNATIONAL

RELAFIONS
OFFICE
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Thel nt er nati onal offhe | aTthieo nREK CAdFh@iltRfaceted compa-

City of San Antonio has served as the front
door to the rest of the world, transforming
the city into a worldwide tourist mecca and
key player in international affairs.

Its roles include hosting international digni-
taries, advising and training local agencies
on international projects, and maintaining
relationships with San Antonio’s sister cities
and alliances in China, Germany, India,
Japan, Korea, Mexico, Spain, and many
more countries.

The International Relations Office of San
Antonio has been a long time supporter of
JASSA, its mission and cultural and educa-
tional activities. JASSA looks forward to
more collaborations in the year of 2012 as
San Antonio and Kumamoto city celebrate
their 25th anniversary as sister cities.

ny offering catering, event planning and
floral design for big conventions and per-
sonal events alike. They have long been a
supporter of JASSA and the community in
general.

Founder Rosemary Kowalski, distinguished
businesswoman and Chairman Emeritus of
The RK Group, is well-known for her phil-
anthropic efforts in San Antonio’s cultural,
human services and educational organiza-
tions. She served as the JASSA president in
2007 and 2008 and has been a long time
member and enthusiastic supporter of JAS-
SA, its mission and activities.

Along with the many projects they have
helped with, RK assists JASSA in prepara-
tion of food items for fundraisers and cultur-
al events. We look forward to working with
RK Group in 2012.

2021012 STUDENT PR

Shiki Miyazaki is a Kumamoto exchange
student from visiting San Antonio for the
holidays. She currently studies in Missoula,
Montana to major in pharmacology.

Shiki came to San Antonio to be able to
experience Christmas with an American
family, and returns to Japan for the coming
-of-age celebration, then back to America
to finish her time abroad in Missoula.

"CALENDAR

J a nu a r-)ShinBnkall 2 pm -4 pm at
Igo Library, 13330 Kyle Seale.

J anuar yTh28th Anniversary
Asian Festival. Institute of Texan Cul-
tures.

F e br u a fJypanéetSpeech Contest.
San Antonio College. See jas-sa.org for
more information.

A2

DI D YOU KAhMitent in the Alamo courtyard and another in

Okazaki, Japan commemorate the sacrifice of the Alamo defenders and lik-

en their battle to the 16th century Japanese Battle of Nagashino?

F e br ua r-RakugorStorftelling
Artist - Details to be announced.

Mar ¢ h - JASSA Kieneral Meeting at
2 pm at the Igo Library. More details next
newsletter and jas-sa.org.




Another Bonenkai is in the
books. Special thanks to
Howard Hu of Sushihana for
helping make the evening a
total success. A big thanks
to Hiroko Fay, Akiko Mor-
row, Masako Shirahama
and Rieko Johnson for their
help in the preparation of

Hiroko Fay with Rieko Johnson
& Rosemary Kowalski

Bonenkai 2011 - Yoroshiku
Onegaisahmasul!

cups, but most of all there
was what seemed to be a
never ending quantity of
Japanese delicacies.

Rainen mo yoroshiku one-
gaishimasu!

2012

The 23rd
C o n t tekssplace on February
4,2012, but the deadline to
registerisJ anuary

2012 Japanese
session 1 begins on January 11 at
St Anthony Catholic High
School. Beginner and intermedi-
ate classes are offered for adult
and students.

Seeww w . -§ a s forrinfpr-
mation and registration forms for
these events.

JA

P.O. Box 460444

Japanese

20!

Japan-America Socie
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the evening'’s cuisine.
Language - Carl Johnson
The evening started with a

welcome and thanks from

President Rose Kanusky A Special Hap
and followed with words of

La ne%é'oﬁré’ggmerqt #ro?n%?esi- One of our fou
dent elect Mimi Yu for the that has given
upcoming year. Mostofthe S A and the co
evening was spent in great ceived an enth
conversation with both old Birthday song

and new friends. Of course, attendees.
there was some tipping of
beer glasses and sake

Happy Birthday

of San Antonio

San Antonio Texas 78246-0444

WELCOME

Japanese Class

Teachers

Tomoe Kumashiro, Japan
Outreach Coordinator of UTSA
was dispatched to San Anto-
nio on a grant from the Japan
Foundation (2011-2013). She
will be working with beginning
students in both the youth and
adult levels.

Noriko Baxter, Japanese
instructor of St. Mary's Hall will
be teaching intermediate level
classes to both youths and
adults. Welcome aboard!




