
Hundreds of visitors participated in the 2008 Matsuri at the  
Central Library on Saturday, October 18. Thanks to our out-
standing Event Chair Michiko Tonegawa and support from many 
volunteers, this year’s Matsuri incorporated  performances, dem-
onstrations and booths as in previous years, but included exciting 
new support from several groups.   
 
The San Japan Anime group brought many young enthusiasts in 
costumes.  Ms Tomoko Warren and daughter Kayuki performed 
on the Koto instrument. The local Girl Scouts were present to 
work on the Asian badge, and the Japan Exchange and Teaching 

Program were on hand to explain the 
JET program. 

 2008 Matsuri Festival at Central Library  

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 �
� � � � � 
 �

· November 27-29. Visit 
of Delegation from 

Kumamoto City�

· December  6 —
Bonnenkai End of Year 

Party at the Radius�

· January—Shinnenkai 
Potluck Dinner Party 
at Girl Scout head-

quarters�

 CHECK THE JASSA 
CALENDAR ON THE 

WEBSITE�

� � � � � � 
 � 
 � � 	 � � � �
� � � � � � � � �

�


 � � � � 	 � � � � � 	 � 	 
 � � � �

 � � � � � � � 	 � � � � 	 � � 
 �

� � � � � � � � � � � � 
 	 �
� � � � � 	 
 
 � � � � � 	 � � 	 �

V OLUME  8,  ISSUE 3 

OCTOBER  2008 JASSA Newsletter 
� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � 	 � �

Visit the JASSA   
Website for events, 

news, and information 
 

www.jas-sa.org 



V OLUME  8 ,  ISSUE 3 PAGE 2  

 
When you think of Japan’s national 
sport of sumo, the stereotypical 
thoughts tend to lean toward “big” Japa-
nese men in a diaper trying to belly 
bump each other out of a circle.  But in 
the United States, all shapes and sizes 
are welcome to wrestle their opponent 
out of a 15 foot ring.  Tom Zabel, a re-
tired Master Sergeant and new member 
of the Japan America Society of San 
Antonio has been im-
mersed in the sport of 
Sumo for over 21 years.   
 
Tom started his Sumo 
career while stationed at 
Misawa Air Base and 
wrestling for the Mi-
sawa City/Base team 
back in 1987.  While he 
concedes that your first 
thoughts of Sumo are somewhat correct, 
he is quick to point out that Sumo has 
changed a bit as it broadens to the inter-
national arena.  Japan has opened up the 
sport and is making a great effort to get 
Sumo included as an Olympic sport.  In 
order to accomplish this they had to 
change a few rules.   
 
In Japan’s professional Sumo there are 
no weight divisions and it is closed to 
women, but in amateur Sumo there are 
three divisions: light–, middle–, and 
heavy-weight in men, women, and jun-
ior categories.  Emanuel Yarborough, 
from the U.S., really started the global-
ization of Sumo when he became the 

first non-Asian to 
win the Fourth 
World Sumo Cham-
pionship in 1995.  
Today, there are over 
180 countries that 
participate in Sumo 
around the world.   
 
When Tom left Ja-
pan he was awarded 
the rank of Shodan 
(1st degree black 
belt) by the Nippon  
Sumo Kyokai per-
mitting him to be an 
instructor of Sumo.  

At the time, he was 
only the fifth foreigner 

to receive that honor.  He is currently the 
reigning Texas champion and promotes 
the sport through a non-profit organization 
he helped to start here in Texas – Lone 
Star Sumo. 
 
Over the past several years Lone Star 
Sumo has hosted tournaments in San An-
tonio which have had an All-Star cast.  A 
few of the notables are:  Kelly Gneiting, 

the current    U.S. 
Heavyweight Cham-
pion and who placed 
4th at the World Cham-
pionships this year and 
Dan Kalbfleisch, the 
current California 
Champion and U.S. 
Open Weight Cham-
pion.   
 

Trent Sabo, current U.S. Lightweight 
Champion and Bronze Medal winner at 
the World Championships in 2008 has 
also competed right here in San Antonio 
on several occasions.  Others Sumotori 
from around Texas and Tom’s students in 
the San Antonio area rounded out the rest 
of the competition.  Our next tournament 
is scheduled for Saturday, Jan 31st, 2009, 
at the Asian Festival. 
 
Competing in Sumo may not for everyone 
and most people that actually try find out 
real fast that it takes a lot of hard work 
and dedication to be a rikishi (Sumo wres-
tler).  Many other people cannot not get 

past wearing only the mawashi (loin 
cloth), although the International Sumo 
Federation has conceded that shorts can 
be worn underneath.   
 
Tom continues to teach the sport in San 
Antonio, demonstrates Sumo at various 
events around the country, and hosts 
local tournaments to promote and grow 
Sumo wrestling in the United States.  
His goal is for Lone Star Sumo to host 
the U.S. National Championships in San 
Antonio in the upcoming years.     
 
Anyone interested in trying Sumo – 
men, women, or children – can contact 
Tom at tkzabel@satx.rr.com .  He’ll get 
you started in a very old, but yet very 
new, sport that will be difficult and re-
warding.  How many people do you 
know can say they are Sumo wrestlers?  
It not just for the “BIG” boys anymore!   

LONE  STAR  SUMO – Not Just for the “BIG” Boys 

Tom Zabel with two students at the start of a match 

“Tom’s goal is for Lone Star 

Sumo to host the U.S. 

National Championships in 

San Antonio” 

Rakugo at UIW 

Japanese Rakugo performer Kaishi Ka-
tsura gave a top notch comedy show at 
the University of Incarnate Word in Sep-
tember. This was the first performance 
of Rakugo in San Antonio ever, states 
Robert Langston, JASSA Program 
Chairman.  
Rakugo is uniquely Japanese as a style 
of comedy, where the storyteller kneels 
on a cushion called a “Koza,” and plays 
a number of characters. Most perform-
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Please check the website for 
prices and registration. For 
questions about the event, 
contact Robert Langston at 
735-6087 or langston-
rob@juno.com. 

Join other JASSA members for 
the 2008 “Forget The Year” 
Bonnenkai dinner party on Sat-
urday, December 6, from 4 pm 
to 6 pm, at the Radius Café. 

This tradition marks the end of 
the year, and gives all members 
an opportunity to have dinner in 
a relaxing, contemporary setting. 
The Radius is located adjacent to 
the Municipal Auditorium down-
town, at 106 Auditorium Circle.  

Tomoko Warren will entertain 
guests with the traditional 
sounds of the Japanese Koto.  

Sushi Zushi Restaurant will cater 
the meal—you won’t want to 
miss it! 

JASSA Scholarship  
Application Window Near 

Bonnenkai —December 6 at Radius Cafe 

The Radius Café is  
located next to the  

Municipal Auditorium 
downtown 

The JASSA Scholarship Program now 
taking applications for scholarship 
awards in the Spring of 2009, an-
nounced Scholarship Committee Chair 
Suzanne Peterson.  

 
The $54,000 scholarship fund was cre-
ated through the generous donation of 
local benefactors, and the interest 
earned from the fund will enable 
JASSA to grant an-
nual scholarships to 
students studying 
Asian subjects in 
San Antonio or in 
Japan.  The subject 
area of study should 
lead to the student 
developing a foun-
dation for promoting 
a stronger relation-
ship between the 
United States and 
Japan. Recipient 
must be willing to 
participate in and support local activi-
ties of JASSA. 
 
Ken Fukuta, President of Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing Texas, is serving as hon-

orary Chairman of the committee.  
 
St. Mary’s University, Our Lady of the 
Lake University, and the University of 
the Incarnate Word have agreed to 
match tuition funds provided to JASSA 
for the scholarship program. 
 
JASSA president Rosemary Kowalski 
announced the initiative in 2007 and 
made a personal donation of $5,000. 

Other major sponsors 
include AT&T, Toy-
ota Motor Manufac-
turing Texas, USAA, 
OpTech, Vutex, 
Avanzar, Frost Bank, 
and Hero LLP. All 
JASSA members will 
be eligible to com-
plete for the scholar-
ships. 
The application form 
will be published on 
the website  and a 
notice emailed to all 

JASSA members soon. 
 
For more information, please contact 
Suzanne Peterson, Scholarship Commit-
tee Chair, at 220-5768. 

Max Navarro, Fundraising Chair and  
Suzanne Peterson, Scholarship Chair 

Rakugo at UIW 

ances are in Japanese, but Kaishi travels 
the United States giving his performance 
in English. 
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Officers Elected for 2009 Kumamoto Exchange Students 

JASSA welcomes students from Kumamoto City for a 
one-year exchange. St Anthony High School hosted a 
welcome reception, where here two of the girls will at-
tend. The other two will attend Incarnate Word High 
School. Above, Left to Right: Nozomi Iwarmura and 
Tomoko Uchida (Will attend IWHS) and Kotomi Sakata 
and Kaoru Yoshikawa (St Anthony). Welcome to Texas! 

JASSA members elected officers for 2009 at the busi-
ness meeting on October 5.  Taeg Nishimoto will serve 
as President, Rosemary Kowalski as 1st VP for Mem-
bership, Rosemarie Kanusky as 2nd VP for Programs, 
Yuko Kawabe as 3rd VP for Education, Howard Hu as 
4th VP for Business and Economic Affairs, Katsushi 
Okamura as 5th VP for Cultural Activities, Vivian Seki 
as Recording Secretary and Janet Powell as Treasurer. 
Thanks to all the incoming officers for volunteering to 
serve! 
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JASSA Photos Now on flickr 

Thanks to new member and dedi-
cated photographer Marina Garvin, 
we have an official flickr group set 

up for JASSA. For those not already familiar with 
flickr, it is an on-line photo storage website.  
 
As a member you can upload all your digital pictures, 
share them with just your friends and family, or share 
them in a larger group. It is easy to join up, and in just 
a few minutes you can be ready to upload photographs 
to your own account.  

Afterwards join us in the JASSA Group, transfer your pic-
tures there, then everyone else can see them too. Since we 
made the group specifically for JASSA, please keep all 
photos posted to the group on topic. To get started: http://
www.flickr.com. There is also a link on the JASSA home 
page. 
 
To join the JASSA group: http://www.flickr.com/groups/
japanamericasocietyofsanantonio/ 
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Welcome to New JASSA Members! 

The Blue Star Art Center and 
JASSA combined for several events 
in September and October. Robert 
Langston and Tamaki Masuda as-
sisted in coordinating the premier 
US hosting of the “Counter-
Photography” exhibit, a Japanese 
contemporary photography exhibi-
tion on a nationwide tour.  Consul-
General Tsutomu Osawa, Blue Star 
Board Chair Tom C. Frost III,  Blue 
Star President and Executive Direc-
tor Bill FitzGibbons  and County Judge Nelson Wolff participated in the ribbon-
cutting on September 4. 
 

On October 10, Koji Kubo, from Sushi Zushi gave a “Kiki-zake” Sake tasting Matsuri at the Blue Star, where 
30 attendees learned more about the history of Sake while tasting four types. 

Hatamoto 
Jerry Matsukado 
 
Family Members 
Victor and Alma Fregoso 
Robert and MaryRose LeBlanc 
Thomas and Karen Zabel 
 
Individual Members 
Mary Cantrell 
David Evers 
Marina Garvin 
Victor Lewis 
Nicholas Samarripa 
Kikumi Sarles 

Student Members 
Tanya Collins (UTSA) 
Kathryn Gabriel (OLLU) 
Tyler Levine (High School) 
Gabriel Inguanzo (Northwest Vista) 
 
 
Carol Johnson is a renewing member who  
was omitted from the directory.  
Carol Johnson; 8848 Willmon Way  
Windcrest, TX 78239  
Tel (210) 654-8371. Email lutzika29@satx.rr.
com  
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Blue Star and JASSA Host Combined Events 



Board of Directors 
Rosemary Kowalski, President 

Tom Willems, Membership 
Robert Langston, Programs 
Yuko Kawabe, Education 

Mitsu Yamazaki, Business and Economic 
Development 

Katsushi Okamura, Cultural Activities 
Don Olsen, Parliamentarian 

Ava Rae Perrill, Recording Secretary 
James J. Opper, Treasurer 

 
Committees 

Ikuko Groesbeck, Social  
Nobuko Utterback, Notification  

Koji Kubo, Kumamoto  
Sister-City 

 Janet Powell, Telephone  
Donna Tomlin, Reception  This is the official publication of the Japan-America Society of 

San Antonio. JASSA is a non-profit organization and is operated 
according to such laws. JASSA membership is open to all 
individuals, businesses or organizations interested in promoting 
mutual respect and understanding between Japan and the United 
States through cultural, educational and business initiatives. 

Japan America Society 
Of San Antonio 
PO Box 460444 

San Antonio, TX 78246-0444 
(210) 274-1211 
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