
An emotional Mabel Jingu Enkoji,  
wiped away tears of joy on Saturday, 
March 8, as she greeted hundreds of 
San Antonians at the reopening of the 
Japanese Tea Gardens after a $1.6 mil-
lion restoration of the water ponds. 
 

Mayor Phil Hardberger, San Antonio Parks Founda-
tion President and former Mayor Lila Cockrell, Vice 
Chair of the Parks Projects Bonnie Conner, JASSA 
members, and many others who have a personal his-
tory with the Tea Gardens were present for the his-
toric occasion. A private donor reception on Thurs-
day night was visited with strong, cold winds, but 
Saturday’s weather was sunny and warm,  perfect to 
view the thousands of hours of volunteer work led by 
Master Gardner Pete Mendiola.   

 
For some of the Jingu descendents, this was 
the first visit to the Tea Gardens or San An-
tonio. On Friday, they visited the archive at 
the Institute of Texan Culture and observed 

photographs and other historical artifacts of 
the Tea Garden history. The Jingu family 
moved into the garden in 1919, and enter-
tained visitors in the “Bamboo Room” until 
they were evicted with the rise of anti-
Japanese sentiment in 1941.  
 
More photographs and links to articles are 
available on the JASSA website.  

Jingu Family Marks Reopening of Japanese 
Sunken Gardens 
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· March 26—27. New 
Series of Japanese 
Classes Begin 

· May 14—Board Meet-
ing at the RK  

· May 17—Japanese 
Companies Golf Tour-
nament 

· Jun 13-15—Texas 
Folklife Festival 

 

   

CHECK THE JASSA 
CALENDAR ON THE 

WEBSITE 

WWW.JAS-SA.ORG/ 
CALENDAR 
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Visit the JASSA   
Website for events, 

news, and information 
 

www.jas-sa.org 
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2008 Speech Contest Winners 

Division I                1st place                 Ruby Gonzalez                       UTSA                      
                                2nd place                Brandon Wensel                     SAC                         
                                3rd place                 Samantha Carlson                   SAC                         
Division II               1st place                 Samantha Cuellar                   Clark HS  
Division III             1st place                 Ji Hye Park                             IWHS                      
                                2nd place                Hyobin Noh                            IWHS                      
                                3rd place                 Adrian Tan                              Clark HS  
Division IV             1st place                 Clarissa Roach                        IWHS                      
                                2nd place                Courtney Campion                 IWHS                      
                                3rd place                 Hye Yoon Jeong                     IWHS                      
                                Special Award        Sabrina Robledo                     Tafolla MS              
Division V              1st place                 Jorge Antonio Oliva               St. Anthony HS      
                                2nd place                Laura Roberts                         IWHS 
                                3rd place                 Ben Villarreal                         Tafolla MS              
Division VI             1st place                 Christopher Garcia                 Tafikka NS 
                                2nd place                Jesus Guzman                         Tafikka NS             
                                2nd place                Raquel Martinez                     Tafikka NS              
                                3rd place                 Leslie DeLeon                        Tafikka NS              
Division VII            1st place                 Alexis Heard                           Carver Academy     
                                2nd place                Janette Flores                          Carver Academy    
                                3rd place                 Justin Robinson                      Carver Academy      
                                3rd place                 Alexys Heard                          Carver Academy      

Congratulations 
to Brandon 
Wensel who 

won the  
Consul-General 
Special Award 

in Houston 

This year marks the 19th year since the Texas State Japanese Speech Contest was started by Japan-America Societies of 
Austin, Dallas, Houston and San Antonio.  Until 2006 ago the contest was rotated between the four cities; however, 
travel was an obstacle.  Last year the Japanese Consulate General's Office changed the format: each city hosts a regional 
contest, with 1st and 2nd winners going to the State Contest.   San Antonio is the only city to have contestants from ele-
mentary school (Carver Academy) and middle school (Tafolla Middle School). The Statewide contest was held on Feb-
ruary 23 at Rice University.  Congratulations to all the participants of the 2008 Japanese Speech Contest. Here are the 
winners: 
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In 1990, then President of Trinity University, Ronald Calgaard, 
added three new tenure-track positions to the Trinity faculty in 
the field of East Asian Studies—Chinese language and litera-
ture, Japanese language and literature, and East Asian religions. 
Unfortunately, the Japanese program did not flourish, so the po-
sition was terminated four years later. The Chinese program, on 
the other hand, continued to grow consistently, so the Univer-
sity added a second position in 1995. Ten years later, a third po-
sition was added, making Trinity’s Chinese program one of the 
largest in the nation for liberal arts colleges. 
 
Since there has always been a budding interest in Japanese cul-
ture at Trinity University, for many years the Department of 
Modern Languages and Literatures has requested funding from the administration to hire a part-
time instructor. Two years ago we finally received approval to create a self-instructional pro-
gram in Japanese. Under the auspices of the National Association of Self-Instructional Lan-
guage Programs, the department offers courses for first and second year Japanese. In this pro-
gram, students study on their own with help two hours a week from a Japanese tutor and then 
take an exam at the end of the semester. This is how we began Arabic at Trinity six years ago. 
Next year we have finally received funding to hire an adjunct professor to teach the language. 
That is also the hope for Japanese, but it will require a stronger interest from the student body as 
well as more funding from the administration. 
 
Stephen Field, Ph.D. Professor of Chinese 
Chair, Modern Languages and Literatures 
Trinity University 

Trinity University Desires to Expand Japanese Classes 
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JASSA President Rosemary Kowalski and VP of Business and Eco-
nomic Development, Mitsu Yamazaki, represented JASSA at the 6th 
International Symposium of Japan-America Societies in Washington D.
C., Feb 5 to Feb 8. They attended a reception with Japanese Ambassador 
Ryozo Kato and his wife Hanayo Kato. 
 
NAJAS has societies in 26 states, the District of Columbia, Canada and 
Japan.  Please visit the NAJAS website at www.us-japan.org.  The asso-
ciation has a variety of resources spanning Politics, Public Administra-
tion, Travel, Business, Economy, News Media, resources for teachers 
and students, information on fellowships and exchanges, and a job bank. 
 
Mitsu and Rosemary brought back many ideas for activities, and news of 
grant funds which may be available for societies such as ours. 

JASSA Members Represented at National Association Conference 

2008 Asian Festival 

JASSA members participated in the 2008 Asian Festival at the Institute of Texan Culture, February 9, selling tradi-
tional Japanese foods. JASSA will return with the food booth for the multi-day Folklife Festival in June. If you 
weren’t there, you missed out on great food, great weather, and a lot of fun! 
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Welcome to New JASSA 
Members! 

Japanese Supplemental 
School Now Hiring 

The Japanese Supplemental School is in need of 
teachers. Please visit the website at http://
sahoshuko.org. 

JASSA welcomes the following  
new members: 
 
Non-Profit 
Our Lady of the Lake University 
 
Hatamoto Level 
Alfred and Mary Ellen Brandt 
Scott Benson and Nozomi Fujishima 
 
Samurai Member 
Stanley Yamauchi 
 

Family Members 
Ted and Kathy Furukawa 
Chieko and Gerardo Mejia 
Taeg Nishimoto and Cathleen 
Crabb 
Jaime and Cecilia Palacios 
 
Individual Members 
Sanae Takikita (Shampo-do) 
Emily Belzer 
Helen Mireles 
Melissa Sparks 
Captain Takao Hyodo 

Rebeca Chapa 
Francisco Donaldson 
 
Student Members 
Lori McCarthy (SAC) 
Guadalupe Utrera (UTSA) 
Yuichi Sakai (UTSA) 
Yasushi Takahashi (UTSA) 
Kristine Smith 
Milana Lee (SAC) 



����������	
����
�
���
������
����

Board of Directors 
Rosemary Kowalski, President 

Tom Willems, Membership 
Robert Langston, Programs 
Yuko Kawabe, Education 

Mitsu Yamazaki, Business and Economic 
Development 

Katsushi Okamura, Cultural Activities 
Don Olsen, Parliamentarian 

Ava Rae Perrill, Recording Secretary 
James J. Opper, Treasurer 

 
Committees 

Ikuko Groesbeck, Social  
Nobuko Utterback, Notification  

Koji Kubo, Kumamoto  
Sister-City 

 Janet Powell, Telephone  
Donna Tomlin, Reception  

This is the official publication of the Japan-
America Society of San Antonio. JASSA is 
a non-profit organization and is operated 
according to such laws. JASSA 
membership is open to all individuals, 
businesses or organizations interested in 
promot ing mutual respect and 
understanding between Japan and the 
United States through cultural, educational 
and business initiatives. 

Japan America Society 
Of San Antonio 
PO Box 460444 

San Antonio, TX 78246-0444 
(210) 274-1211 
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