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· Until May 6—Shibata 
Zeshin Art Exhibit at 
San Antonio Museum 
of Art 

· Apr 14—Japanese Tea 
Ceremony at San An-
tonio Museum of Art  

· May 5—Kumamoto En 
Day at the San Anto-
nio Botanical Garden 

· May 26—Asian Day at 
Ft Sam Houston 
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JASSA Off to a Great 2007! 
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               I recently had the privilege of traveling to Houston to represent you, the Japan 
America Society of San Antonio at a regional meeting of the National Association of Japan 
America Societies, which we joined last year. 
 
               On Saturday, January 27, 2007,  Hiroko Fay and I joined the societies from Hous-
ton, Austin and Dallas.  Mr. Samuel Shepherd and Mr. William Farrell came from the Na-
tional Association of Japan America Societies (NAJAS) in Washington D.C.  We had a 
chance to discuss what kind of programs each society has done and what they hope to ac-
complish in the near future.  We discussed essential topics such as membership and fund-
raising.  It is great to see how different societies are able to achieve membership and fund-
raising in various ways such as E-giving (donations via the internet), galas, website adver-
tisement, and even partnering with other organizations to promote membership and interest. 
                
               Communication is vital for any organization to be successful and maintain.  NA-
JAS has informed societies of a communication service entitled J-link  
(http://j-link.us-japan.org).  Through J-Link we hope to set up a better way for the societies 
in Texas to communicate with each other to ensure our society’s success and growth.   
                
               There was also talk of future collaborations for Texas societies, possibly setting up 
an event in a neutral location to promote the Japanese culture in Texas.  Overall, the meeting 
allowed me to see how dedicated and determined each society is and how we each strive to-
wards the same goal of bridging cultures by promoting a greater understanding and coopera-
tion between Japan and America. 
                
               We have started off 2007 in a fabulous way, with our January Shinenkai, the Asian 
Festival, the UTSA “Great Conversations” fundraiser, and the Japanese Language Speech 
contest and our Japanese language classes. There have been a very large number of cultural 
events at UTSA, The San Antonio Museum of Art and Our Lady of the Lake University.  
               I thank each of you who have volunteered to help in any way at our events. To-
gether, we can make 2007 the best year ever for JASSA! 
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San Antonio College hosted the 18th annual San Antonio regional Japanese speech contest, featuring over 30 students, 
ranging from elementary age to adult. They gave up a beautiful sunny Sunday on February 18 to demonstrate their 
skills. Finalists  in each category are invited to the State competition in Houston on March 3. Katsushi Okamura served 
as event coordinator, and Judges included Norio Seki, Masato Yabe, Yuko Kawabe, Chihiro Legris, Hisayo McCloskey 
Reiko O’Donnell, and Keiko Adcock. Congratulations to all winners!   
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        The Japan-America Society and the RK group 
sponsored a table at the University of Texas San Anto-
nio “Great Conversations” Fundraiser on February 27. 
The event, held at the Institute of Texan Culture fea-
tured 65 discussion tables, with stimulating topics led 
by celebrities and community leaders.  
        Mrs Naoko Shirane, the discussion leader for the 
table, told of the years of activities that created the cur-
rent strong relationship between San Antonio and Ku-
mamoto City, Japan.  
       The annual event raised over $130,000 for UTSA 
scholarships. See more photographs at the website. 
Look at the events page and  select the 2007 Photo gal-
lery. 
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       February 10 began as a cold Saturday morning. The an-
nual Asian Festival at the Institute of Texan Culture wel-
comed in the year of the Boar with a variety of booths, from 
Vietnam, China, India, Philippines, Pakistan, Taiwan and Ha-
waii, among other places.  
       JASSA members participated with Okinawa Taiko folk  
dance and drums, Etsuko McKinney’s Okinawa dance, Ginko 
Ladwig, dance and songs with Nae Legate’s Ryukyu Shami-

sen, Matsuri Dancers, Ikebana demonstrations, Kamishibai 
Japanese Storytelling, and Sake tasting from Sushi Zushi. 
Thanks to all the volunteers who made it a successful day. 
Money raised from the sale of food is used to offset many ac-
tivities that JASSA supports at no charge. 
      If you missed out, put it on your calendar for next year. We 
promise it will be warmer! 
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Board of Directors 
 

Rosemary Kowalski, President 
Max Navarro,  Membership 
Robert Langston, Programs 

Dr Katsuhiko Shimizu, Education 
Mitsu Yamazaki,  

Business and Economic Development 
Toni Gustafson, Cultural Activities 

Don Olsen, Parliamentarian 
Ava Perrill, Recording Secretary 

James Opper, Treasurer 
 

Committees 
Ikuko Groesbeck, Social  

Nobuko Utterback, Notification  
Zachery Kuentz, Kumamoto Sister-City 

Donna Tomlin, Reception  
Janet Powell, Telephone Communications 

Mike Nishimuta, Web Site Editor and 
Communications 

This is the official publication of the 
Japan-America Society of San Antonio. 
JASSA is a non-profit organization and is 
operated according to such laws. JASSA 
membership is open to all individuals, 
businesses or organizations interested in 
promoting mutual respect and 
understanding between Japan and the 
United States through cultural, educational 
and business initiatives. 
 

Japan America Society 
Of San Antonio 

P.O. Box 460444 
San Antonio, TX 78246 

 (210) 274-1211 

Join the Japanese Interest  
Social Network “J-Link” 
www.j-link.us-japan.org 


