JASSA Newslette g

JASSA FULL OF ACTIVITY—JOIN IN! I

- May 30 —General Meetin
Sushihana Restaurant 1 p

- Jun 1—cCalligraphy Class
at University of Incarnate

I Word, 5 pm

- Jun 12-14—Folklife

Taeg Nishimoto
President

1st Tuesday of each
month. 6 pm to 7 pm
University of the / 2
Incarnate Word. $8 for . 3
JASSA Members.

See website at www

jas-sa.org/calligraphy
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Festival at Institute of
Texan Culture

- Aug 14-16— San Japan
Anime Convention

- Sep 13—General Membe
ship Meeting at Girl Scout
Office

CHECK THE JASSA CAL
ENDAR ON THE WEBSIT

Visit the JASSA
Website for events,
news, and informatio

Www.jas-sa.org
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Japanese Speech Contestl Language Class visit to Japazl

Reiko O'Donnell, Jorge Antonio Oliva, Colin McGivray, Ben Villarreal,
Victor Lewis, Elizabeth Philips, Ker Loon Teh, Chirhiro Legris, Yuko
Kawabe, Christa Harrison

Students from the JASSA Japanese Language Cldsstoo
n Saturday March 7, , top contestants frora rip to Japan this March. The group visited Tokifama-

On Saturd h 7, 2009 frorovadt tripto J this March. Th ted T

Texas gathered at Rice University’s Herring Halpgo- kura, Hakone, Kyoto, and Osaka. We visited thecirap

ticipate in the 20th Annual Texas Statewide Japahes- palace, Osaka castle, a hot spring, and templégadto. At-

guage Speech Finals. 34 students competed inhelifi | {engees planned their own free time; ate Japaoesks fwent

visions based upon level of study and type of prieg®n. shopping, and enjoyed many other activities. Eee

A large number of students, parents, and guests cain some of t’he comments from those on the trip:

for this monumental year. ) - ) -
This was the first time | had ever visited JapHmwas a

The winners from San Antonio were:

Division Il—Middle & High School Poetry. Third Place
Jorge Oliva—St Anthony Catholic High School

Division Ill — Middle & High School Free Speech
(Beginner). Second Place: Benedict Villarreal—Fidel
Tafolla Middle School

Division IV — High & Middle School Free Speech
(Intermediate) Third Place: Colin McGilvray — Inte-

very beautiful country. The people were very goind
the train system made it was easy to go to maroepla
without spending too much money. | really, realynt
to go back.

There were a lot of really cute boys. | had sofdun.

It was beautiful. | want to go back.

Being in Japan was amazing. The people were ex-
tremely nice and | wouldn’t mind getting lost irpaa

tional School of the Americas

with my little knowledge of Japanese. | reallyalhg,

really want to go back

This was my first time in Japan and it was way too
short. | want to go back now. Nexttime | wangto
back for longer and really see Japan the way | want
Japan is very beautiful. It was one of the bepeeix
ences of my life.

Our trip was a blast and | will definitely go backhis
is actually my &' trip and there is always something
new to see and learn. | love the culture and duple.

Yuko Kawabe, Education Chair, is organizing a ta@apan

this June. This will be a 2-week tour startingeldbth. The
Our four high school students from Kumamoto City group will visit Osaka, Kyoto, Hiroshima, Nagasakid To-
returned one month early due to concerns about the kyo. The cost for the trip is $3,989 (ages undgra23%4,404
flu. Koji Kubo, Janet Miller and Hiroko Fay saw (age 23+). The cost covers the round trip fligtitkets for
them off at the airport in May. Ms Arisa Takigavea, the bullet train, bus transportation, 12 overnighys in ho-
student at the University of Incarnate Word, also tels, breakfast and dinner daily, 3 sightseeingstoand a
returned to Japan in May. All of them departed with fyll-time English tour guide service. If you argérested in
the traditional lunch box from Hiroko. making the trip, please contact her at 210-486-0976-

414-1357 (cell) or ykawabe@mail.accd.edu
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Children’s Day at Kumamoto-En I

May 9, 2009, was the 20th

anniversary commemoration

of the establishment of the

Kumamoto-En garden at the

San Antonio Botanical Gar-

dens in 1989. Beth Costello

from the City of San Anto-

nio International Affairs

Department conducted a

ceremony at the garden.

Special guests included

Judge Peter Sakai, Taeg Ni-

shimoto, Bob Brackman,

Director of the San Antonio

Botanical Garden, Joe Er-

ben, President of the San

Antonio Botanical Society,

Mr Spenser Watanabe of Toyota, and Dr Roberto San M
tin of the Bexar County Medical Society. Many JASSA
volunteers and dancers performed for the visitamg, Ma-
rina Garvin and Don Pylant provided tours and expla
tions inside the garden. Thanks to all voluntedrs wade
it a successful day!

Welcome New Members I

Corporate Members

Alamo Toyota

Heartland Payment Systems
Mission Pharmacal

San Antonio Jewelry

Samurai Member
V.E. Lanfear

Family Members
Masahiko and Chikako Kobayashi

Kathy and Jim McNeill
Shiizuo Sasaki

Individual Members
Kyoko and Jose Deanda
Sueko Enfuse

Ron Flaherty

David Henlein

Charles Jeffers
Kiku Lancaster
Albert Magnon
Chieko Mejia
Bryan Nguyen
Jorge Oliva
Ralph Pena
Rafael Portillo
Sergio Ruiz
Katharine Welder

Student Members
Joe Ashizawa (UTSA)

Linda Bird

Corina Cortez

David Durke (International School of the
Americas)

Alexandria Lara (South San High)
Carter Harris and Brandy Holladay (UTSA)
Dylan Messina (Oberlin Conservatory of
Music)

Danny Rubio

Yasushi Takahashi

Christine Viduya




Japan America Society
Of San Antonio
PO Box 460444
San Antonio, TX 78246-0444
(210) 274-1211

Board of Directors
Taeg Nishimoto, President
Rosemary Kowalski, Membership
Rosemarie Kanusky, Programs
Yuko Kawabe, Education
Howard Hu, Business and Economic Development
Norio Seki, Cultural Activities
Don Olsen, Parliamentarian
Vivian Seki, Recording Secretary
Janet Powell, Treasurer

Committees

Suzanne Peterson, Scholarship

lkuko Groesbeck, Social

Nobuko Utterback, Notification
Koji Kubo, Kumamoto
Sister-City

Donna Tomlin, Reception

Mike Nishimuta, Communications

Japan Outreach Coordinator This is the official publication of the Japan-AmuariSociety of San
Antonio. JASSA is a non-profit organization and aperated

Tamaki Masuda
according to such laws. JASSA membership is openalto
individuals, businesses or organizations interestedoromoting
mutual respect and understanding between JaparthentUnited
States through cultural, educational and businmegatives.




