
 
Thanks to our outstanding Event Chairman and Chef, Katsushi Okamura, the JASSA booth 
at the Texas Folklife Festival generated both heat and profit. The booth was open Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, serving a variety of Japanese foods. We thank the many volunteers 
who gave unselfishly of their time, sweat, and talent. We had many first-time volunteers 
who got to know the “regulars” who make this event a success each year. 
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· Aug 8-10. San Japan 
Japanese Anime Conven-
tion 

· Aug 13—Board Meeting 
at the RK  Office. Noon 

· Sep 14 —General Meeting 
at Girl Scout Headquar-
ters. 1 pm 

· Oct 18—Matsuri Festival 
at Central Library 

· Oct 25—Founder’s Day 
Fair in the Main Plaza 
downtown 

 

 

   

CHECK THE JASSA 
CALENDAR ON THE 

WEBSITE 

WWW.JAS-SA.ORG/ 
CALENDAR 
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Visit the JASSA   
Website for events, 

news, and information 
 

www.jas-sa.org 
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2008 Folklife Festival 

JASSA Members Host Visitors from Aichii Prefecture 

 
Carol and Duane Johnson 
helped the Friendship Force 
of San Antonio host twenty 
Japanese from Aichii Pre-
fecture, Japan. Their stay 
was shortened by a snow-
storm in Dallas where they 
had to stay overnight with-
out food or comfort. Friends 

took their guests, Saburo and Hisa, to view the 
reenactment at the Alamo and the Institute of 
Texan Cultures. They were amazed by the 
many cultures represented there. 
 
Over cocktails at Carol's house they discov-
ered that Saburo is a master of origami. He 
brought paper and samples to make a swan 
with 413 pieces and a boat with 89 pieces. 
What a challenge! They enjoyed the bullriding 
at the Cowboy Dance Hall but the volume of 
the music and darkness brought them home 
early. Despite rain, they went to Fredericks-
burg to see the Museum and garden. They es-

pecially enjoyed the Japanese artifacts and 
inscriptions. They were about ten years old at 
the time of the war. The day ended with a fish 
fry at the Scenic Hills Country Club. 
 
San Jose Mission and the Market introduced 
them to the colorful Mexican culture. An eve-
ning of 'Phantom" at the beautiful Majestic 
Theater finished the day. Hisa and Carol pre-
sented a program of kami-shibai, dressing in 
Japanese costume and origami to the third 
grade at Royal Ridge Elementary School. 
Then our guests delighted us by cooking and 
serving an entire Japanese dinner. 
 
The farewell dinner was a mix of many differ-
ent ethnic foods. Hiroko Fay was recognized 
for writing a guide book and making a banner 
in Japanese. Don Olsen made three beautiful 
arrangements in his unique containers. Good 
lifetime friendships were made. After putting 
them on the plane at 6AM we all collapsed. 
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Welcome to New JASSA Members! 

Vice-Consul Yoshiharu Katayama Visits JASSA 

  
JASSA was honored to have Vice-Consul Yoshi-
haru Katayama and his wife Sakiko attend the 
June general membership meeting. Katayama is 
the Vice-Consul for Information and Cultural Af-
fairs in Houston. He gave a presentation on the 
Photography Exhibition which will be presented 
at the Blue Star Arts Complex in September. The 
Exhibition is called “Counter-Photography: Ja-
pan’s Artists Today,” and represents the work of 
11 artists. At right, JASSA President Rosemary 
Kowalski presents a gift to Vice-Consul Kata-
yama and his wife.  

Non-Profit 
UTSA School of Architecture 
 
Family Members 
Lorna Machacon 
Chuck Ramsey 
 
Individual Members 
Adam Dickreiter 
Sayuri Funaki 
Kazuyuki Inoue 
Ramon M. Lopez 
Michael Royal 

Nicholas Samarripa 
Diego Vega 
Michiko White 
Wei W. Wu 
 
Student Members 
Alicia Aguilar 
Michael Garcia 
Jennifer Green (UTSA) 
Gabriel Inguanzo (Northwest Vista) 
Colin McGilvray 
Raul Ramos (UTSA) 
Sanae Takikita 
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Board of Directors 
Rosemary Kowalski, President 

Tom Willems, Membership 
Robert Langston, Programs 
Yuko Kawabe, Education 

Mitsu Yamazaki, Business and Economic 
Development 

Katsushi Okamura, Cultural Activities 
Don Olsen, Parliamentarian 

Ava Rae Perrill, Recording Secretary 
James J. Opper, Treasurer 

 
Committees 

Ikuko Groesbeck, Social  
Nobuko Utterback, Notification  

Koji Kubo, Kumamoto  
Sister-City 

 Janet Powell, Telephone  
Donna Tomlin, Reception  

This is the official publication of the Japan-
America Society of San Antonio. JASSA is 
a non-profit organization and is operated 
according to such laws. JASSA 
membership is open to all individuals, 
businesses or organizations interested in 
promot ing mutual respect and 
understanding between Japan and the 
United States through cultural, educational 
and business initiatives. 

Japan America Society 
Of San Antonio 
PO Box 460444 

San Antonio, TX 78246-0444 
(210) 274-1211 
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