
Hope that you are enjoy-
ing your summer. It is an 
exciting year as I am see-
ing our membership 
grow, both corporate and 
family, thanks to the in-
creased local interest in 
Japan and the recruiting 
efforts of our de-
voted members.  
 
The City of San Antonio 
has recently been visited 
by representatives of 
various Japanese organi-
zations, including Osaka-
fu LDP council members 
and Self Defense Forces 
Navy marching band with 
Admiral Sasaki. San An-
tonio is getting better 
known in Japan and Asia. 
It is our privilege to be in 
a position to receive and 
welcome more Japanese 
visitors to the Alamo 
city.  
 
JASSA will be called 
upon to provide assis-
tance, information and 

hospitality to Japanese visi-
tors in coming years.  
  
The Folklife Festival was a 
big success and it was a 
pleasure meeting new 
members that came by the 
booth. Thanks to all the 
J A S S A  v o l u n t e e r s 
(members, friends and fam-
ily) for your support. We 
had many compliments 
about our Japanese food. 
Thanks Katsushi for your 
delicious secret family 
recipes.  
  

This August 5, we will 
have a social event to wel-
come new members. It is 
very important to meet and 
welcome new members 
whatever your purpose is, 
i.e. cultural, educational, 
business, language, etc. 
Please feel free to contact 
me or any Board member 
with your input, opinion, 
suggestion and "wisdom".  
 
Your active participation 
and feedback will help us 
t o  i m p r o v e 
the organization. Please 
remember to check our 
web site for upcoming 
planned events. For those 
new members who just 
moved to San Anto-
nio, welcome and, my best 
suggestion, don't forget to 
drink a lot of water 
this summer. Stay cool. 
  
Norio Seki 
President, JASSA 
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· August 5—New Member 
Welcome Lunch at Girl 
Scout Office, Noon—2 
pm 

· August 23—Board Meet-
ing, 6 pm 

· September 10—General 
Membership Meeting 1 
pm 

· October 14—Annual Ma-
tsuri festival, Central 
Library, 11 am to 4 pm 

· November 29—Board 
Meeting, 6 pm. 

· December 3, Bonnenkai 
Party. Location to be 
announced. 

Folklife Festival a Success 

JASSA members who volun-
teered their time, this major 
community effort could not 
have been done.  
 
 Thanks go out to all of the 
volunteers, and especially to 
JASSA’s Folklife coordina-
tor, cook, hauler, booth as-
sembler, and all-around hard 
worker, Katsushi Okamura. 

V OLUME  6 ,  I SSUE 1 

JULY/AUGUST 2006 SA Newsletter  
� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � 	 � �

JASSA participated in 
the 35th Annual Texas 
Folklife Festival, held at 
the Institute of Texan 
Cultures June 8-11.  
 
As in years past, JASSA 
served a variety of Japa-
nese dishes, and earned 
$4,336.44 from food 
sales.   Without the many 
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Message from Rosemary Kowalski 

JASSA Members attend the World Affairs Council Dinner honoring Ms Naoko Shirane as  
"San Antonio Citizen of the Year"  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a Board Member and past Presi-
dent of Japan America Society of 
San Antonio (JASSA) I want to 
welcome the Society’s new mem-
bers and thank all of the renewing 
members.   
 
With the excitement of Toyota’s 
arrival in San Antonio, JASSA is 
poised to prosper and develop into 

one of the leading organizations in 
our community.  Longstanding 
members, some of whom have over 
two decades of experience with 
JASSA, are valuable resources for 
social and business contacts in the 
San Antonio area, and I hope 
JASSA’s new members benefit from 
the networking opportunities af-
forded by the Society.  I also want 
to thank all of the members who 
contributed their time and effort 
over the years to support JASSA in 
its mission to enhance the friendship 
between  
San Antonio and Japan. Recognition 
should also be extended to the dedi-
cated colleagues in our sister city 
Kumamoto.  We have come a long 
way, and with teamwork we can 
continue to grow. 
 
Welcome and Go Team! 
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JASSA has a new office at 
326 W. Josephine St., San 
Antonio, TX 78212.  The 
telephone number is (210) 
736-9912; however, until vol-
unteers are available to staff 
the office, the telephone can 
only take voice messages.  
 
When the office becomes 
staffed, callers and visitors 
can learn about our Society 
and opportunities for commu-
nity involvement. If you can 
volunteer between 9 am and 5 
pm, Mon-Fri, or 9 am to 1 pm 
Sat, please notify any of the 
JASSA officers. 

JASSA Opens  
New Office 

JASSA Membership as of  
July 1, 2006 

 
Corporate                           16 
Nonprofit Organization     14 
Individual                          50 
Family                               57 
Student                                6 
Total                                 143 
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JASSA  became a Member of Na-
tional Association of Japan America 
Societies (NAJAS) 
 
Dues for 2006 was sent to NAJAS on 
July 14, 2006. 
 
We received the following letter 
from NAJAS: 
 
“July 13, 2006 
 
Dear Mr. Seki, 
 
It is my pleasure to inform you that 
the application of the Japan-America 
Society of San Antonio to join the 
National Association of Japan-

America Societies was accepted 
unanimously by the National Asso-
ciation Executive Committee at its 
meeting yesterday, July 12, 2006. 
 
The next step is payment of mem-
bership dues.  According to the fi-
nancial information in your applica-
tion, the annual dues for JASSA has 
been determined to be $500 per cal-
endar year.  Since we are half-way 
through 2006, your dues will be pro-
rated to $250.00, through December 
31, 2006.  I have enclosed an in-
voice for that amount. 
 
As soon as we receive your payment 
of dues, we will work with you and 

your colleagues to make sure that you 
are fully aware of the benefits of 
membership.  We will, of course, be 
listing you on the NAJAS website. 
 
I look forward to working with you 
and your colleagues at the Japan-
America Society of San Antonio! 
 
All the best, 
 
Signed 
Samuel M. Shepherd 
 
The NAJAS website is  
http://www.us-japan.org   

The JASSA booth at the Folk life festival required lots of volunteers.  
 

Folklife Festival 2006 at the 
Institute of Texan Cultures, 
June 8-11 

Four days of food, dancing, music, displays, games, entertain-
ment, interesting things to buy...If you missed it, make plans to 
volunteer next year.  



Kumamoto-En Day at the San Antonio Botanical Gardens 
For the previous two years for some 
reason San Antonio weather did not 
cooperate with our plans for Kuma-
moto En Day, which is a celebration 
of Children’s Day in Japan.  We had 
very heavy rain during the night and 
early morning of the day of event; but 
it cleared up by the time we were able 
to hold the event.   
 
We thank all the volunteers who par-
ticipated.  We want to especially 
thank Howard Hu of Sushihana, Yuko 
Kawabe for recruiting many of her 
students from San Antonio College 
and Our Lady of the Lake University, 
Mr. Yabe for contacting UTSA stu-

dents, Peter Sakai for donating his 
time at the JASSA Information 
Desk, Alamo City Iaido and Kendo 
group for their demonstration. 
 
Thanks to Etsuko McKinney for 
Okinawa dance, Tim Cassler for his 
beautiful Shakuhachi music, Vivian 
Seki for taking many photos for our 
records, Don Olsen for his guided 
tour of Kumamoto En.  If we missed 
anyone, please forgive us.   We also 
want to recognize Mr. Bob Brack-
man, Director of the Botanical Gar-
den and Ms. Siri Lindholm, Educa-
tion Director 
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A Message from the Director—San Antonio Botanical Garden 

On behalf of all us at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, I want to 
thank you for your generous contributions restricted for mainte-
nance at our beloved Kumamoto En. We could not keep this gar-
den looking so good without your help! Thanks to your financial 
support, we have been able to identify and repair several of the 
major pond leaks. Unfortunately, it seems that we still have yet 
another small leak somewhere so we will continue to explore that 
problem. Garden maintenance is an ongoing effort so your finan-
cial assistance is much valued by all of us.  
 
As always, thank you for your interest in Kumamoto En. It re-
mains a beautiful highlight for all our many visitors….thanks to 
you! 
 
With great appreciation for all your support,  
 

���	����
���	
Director, San Antonio Botanical Garden 
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The following members were nominated for the designated offices and have agreed to serve in 2007: 
 
President                                                                        Rosemary Kowalski 
1st Vice President (Membership Chair)                        Max Navarro 
2nd Vice President (Program Chair)                             Robert Langston 
3rd Vice President (Education Chair)                           Dr. Katsuhiko Shimizu  
4th Vice President (Business Chair)                              Mitsu Yamazaki  
5th Vice President (Culture Chair)                                Dr. Toni Gustafson 
Recording Secretary                                                      Ava Perrill 
Treasurer                                                                       James Opper 
 
Mark Kent was nominated for the Business Chair position; however, an upcoming move to Houston resulted in 
his withdrawal from consideration.    

Officer Nominations for JASSA—2007 
By Tim Brogan, Chairman, Nominations Committee 
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Japanese Language Classes Offered in Fall 

Thanks to our Corporate and Non-Profit Members 

Corporate Donors & Sponsors 
Nix Health Care System 
Zarate Medical Group 

Adecco, The Employment People 
Beldon Roofing Company 

Coldwell Banker 
D'Ann Harper, Realtors 

Frost National Bank 
Hollyhills Development 

The RK Group 
Toyota Motor Manufacturing Texas 

Marriott-San Antonio 
Monterrey Iron & Metal 

Operational Technologies Corp 
Rio San Antonio Cruises 

Sushihana Japanese Restaurant 
Sushi Zushi Japanese Restaurant 

Non Profit Members 
  Argyle Foundation 
City of San Antonio  

International Affairs Department 
Greater New Braunfels  
Chamber of Commerce 

Marion Koogler McNay Art Museum 
Palo Alto College 

River City Iaido and Kendo Kyokai 
St Mary's Hall 

San Antonio Economic  
Development Foundation 

San Antonio Lighthouse for the Blind 
San Antonio Museum of Art 

San Antonio Sports Foundation 
University of the Incarnate Word 

University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA)  
College of Business 

World Affairs Council of San Antonio 
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JASSA wishes to thank 
our many corporate 
donors and sponsors 
and our nonprofit 
members. They pro-
vide many in-kind ser-
vices for the organiza-
tions. Please give them 
your business and let 
them know you know 
they are a JASSA 
member also! 



Max Navarro—Membership Chairman 

ganization, but continuing to establish 
traditional events and even perhaps 
sponsoring a once-a-year dinner invit-
ing international guests for the pur-
pose of having a larger scale of fund-
raising. 
 
I want to thank everyone in JASSA for 
being patient with me and their won-
derful support and cooperation in my 
role as the 1st Vice President and the 
Membership Chairperson. 

Norio Seki, JASSA is now regarded 
by various government officials and 
business leaders as an important 
forum and organization in San An-
tonio.  JASSA is seen as the social 
gateway in events associated with 
the cultural and business relation-
ships with Japan and many Japanese 
visitors coming to San Antonio.   
 
For the Japanese businesses locating 
to San Antonio as part of Toyota’s 
on site supplier base, it has been 
comfortable for them to know that 
San Antonio has a Japan America 
Society willing to assist them find 
new friends and in promoting the 
understanding of two distinct cul-
tures. 
 
The JASSA leadership is currently 
in progress in looking toward the 
future not only in growing the or-

It gives me a great pleasure to see 
the immense interests that individu-
als and companies that have joined 
JASSA in the last few months.   I’m 
especially excited that Nix Hospital 
joined as  $5,000 Corporate Bene-
factor.  We appreciate the hard ef-
forts by every JASSA members in 
soliciting new members and the 
many long hours dedicated on a vol-
untary basis in ensuring the growth 
we have experienced. 
 
JASSA is truly on its way to estab-
lishing itself, as the main organiza-
tion in San Antonio promoting his-
torical relationship between U. S. 
and Japan that were developed and 
envisioned with JASSA and the 
wonderful new friends I have met 
over the last year since I joined. 
 
Under the direction of President    

I am an experienced cyclist and out-
doorsman and would be happy to 
organize cycling trips to Kumamoto, 
Japan, where I can take groups along 
the byways and roads less traveled, 
stopping at Mt. Aso volcano, hot 
springs, shrines and temples, refresh-
ing springs, restaurants, villages, 
and, if the timing is right, festivals.  
We could join a local Kumamoto 
cycling club, the Purple Monkeys, to 
enjoy together a fun and healthy ac-
tivity. �
������	����������� 	
 
I am a real estate broker and am 
looking for a licensed real estate 
agent who speaks Japanese.  If you 
are a licensed agent or if you know 
anyone who is an agent and speaks 
Japanese, please let me know. 
�������	��	������  

 
I currently work as a custom test 
developer, creating K-12 educa-
tional history tests for various 
state departments of educa-
tion.  I've always had an interest 
in Japanese culture and language, 
which inspired me to obtain a 
master's degree in Asian Studies 
from the University of Texas at 
Austin. I was a member of the 
Japan America Society of San 
Antonio in the 80s, participating 
in such events as the Kumamoto 
Fair in 1989 and the first Japanese 
Language Contest sponsored 
jointly by the Japan America So-
cieties of Austin, Dallas, Houston 
and San Antonio.   
 
I'm now trying to reacquire my 
Japanese by taking lessons 

through JASSA.  I'm excited about re-
joining the society, and would be thrilled 
to be able to contribute as a board mem-
ber.  I'm pleased to see how the society 
has grown, and look forward to many 
enjoyable years of membership.  I'll be 
looking forward to seeing you when I get 
back in town. 
���	 ������	
	
Our son, Spenser’s grandmother is a 
Japanese and we would love to start 
JASSA Teen Club to make activities 
more interested for teens such as Anime 
and correspond with teens in Ja-
pan.                                                    
��!��	"��
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Notes from JASSA New Members 
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JASSA has a new office at 326 W. 
Josephine St., San Antonio, TX 
78212.  The telephone number is 
(210) 736-9912; however, until 
volunteers are available to staff the 
office, the telephone can only take 
voice messages.  
 
When the office becomes staffed, 
callers and visitors can learn about 
our Society and opportunities for 
community involvement. If you 
can volunteer between 9 am and 5 
pm, Mon-Fri, or 9 am to 1 pm Sat, 
please notify any of the JASSA 
officers. 

JASSA Opens  
New Office 
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Board of Directors 
 

Norio Seki, President 
Max Navarro,  Membership 
Thomas Brogan, Programs 

Dr Katsuhiko Shimizu, Education 
Mark Kent, Business and Economic 

Development 
Toni Gustafson, Cultural Activities 

Don Olsen, Parliamentarian 
Vivian Seki, Recording Secretary 

Katsushi Okamura, Treasurer 
 

Committees 
Annie Brogan, Social  

Nobuko Utterback, Notification  
Zachery Kuentz, Kumamoto  

Sister-City 
Kyoko Moehle, Telephone  
Donna Tomlin, Reception  

Mike Nishimuta, Web Site Editor 

This is the official publication of the 
Japan-America Society of San Antonio. 
JASSA is a non-profit organization and is 
operated according to such laws. JASSA 
membership is open to all individuals, 
businesses or organizations interested in 
promoting mutual respect and 
understanding between Japan and the 
United States through cultural, educational 
and business initiatives. 
 

Japan America Society 
Of San Antonio 

326 W. Josephine St. 
San Antonio, TX 78212 

 (210) 736-9912 


