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laido and Kendo Kyokai I

River City laido & Kendo Kyokai (RCIKK) is a
study group for people interested in learning Japa-
nese-style fencing. The members of RCIKK would
like to thank JASSA for inviting us to participadte

so many wonderful events. We are proud to be as-
sociated with JASSA.

RCIKK is also affiliated with the All United States
Kendo Federation, which in turn is associated with
the All Japan Kendo Federation. We have close
ties to the Houston Budokan, and through our in-
structor there, Sensei Darrell Craig, we also have
close ties to the Chiba family of Osaka.

Kendo and laido have roots in the ancient methods
of training samurai. Kendo is well known in Japan,
where it is taught in schools. Kendo is very dra-
matic. The people who practice kendo wear a dark

blue uniform and armor patterned after that of the
samurai. They practice striking one another with a
bamboo sword (shinai) that makes a sharp noise.
They also “call” the area of the strike while build
ing spirit with a loud yell (kiai).

laido (pronounced “ee-eye-doe”) is generally de-
scribed as the art of quickly drawing the sword and
countering an attack. laido is the solitary form of
Japanese fencing, using a metal sword in pre-set
attack scenarios (kata). laido seems quiet and con-
templative compared to kendo.

Kendo and laido are good exercise. But, like all
traditional martial arts, there is a serious side t
training. Kendo and laido are designed to develop

self-discipline, respect, control, awareness, andahbn
presence. Our instructor explains in his book, “Heart
of Kendo,” that the aim of kendo and laido “is tio¢ per-
fection of a physical technique but the developmana
flowing, flexible mind — a mind that is able to rédo
anything it confronts, instinctively, fearlesslyndawithout
hesitation, regardless of the situation.” People wstudy
kendo and laido are learning real life skills, etbough
they will probably never defend themselves wittwarsl.

We invite you to learn more about our adult andtlyqaro-
grams at www.RiverCitylaido.com. Thank you agaim fo
your support.
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Business and Economic Development =
Chairman Howard Hu started the new JASSA Corporate SOClaI
year off by organizing a corporate net-

working and membership event at his
Sushihana Restaurant on Wednesday,
January 21. The event brought together
existing corporate members and potential
business members.

Over 80 people gathered for some gour-
met Japanese food and wine in Sushi-
hana'’s private room.

Thanks to Mitsu Yamazaki and Norio
Seki for helping invite potential mem-
bers. Howard will be organizing future
events such as this, which is a benefit for
existing corporate members and a way to
bring in new members.

Japanese Speech Contestl Calligraphy Classes I

The 20th Annual Japanese Language Speech co
sponsored by the Japan-America Societies of Te
the Japanese Teachers Association of Texas and

There are divisions for Poetry and free speech fo
categories for adults and college students. Fhiksa

preliminary round and the statewide competitior
be in Houston on March 7.

and on the web site.

Winners and pictures will be in the next newsletter

ntesl,st Tuesday of each
X

Consulate-General of Japan at Houston took plage on University of the
Saturday, February 7, 2009, at San Antonio Colleg

e.
Incarnate Word. $8
r

middle school through high school, and free speech for JASSA Members.

il

jas-sa.org/

calligraphy”

?ﬁ’@wonth. 6 pmto 7 pm.

See website at www.
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December and January Full of Activities I

JASSA concluded 2008
with two wonderful events.

On November 28, JASSA
hosted a “Wings of Friend-
ship” delegation of 54 visi-

tors from Kumamoto City to

a noontime BBQ lunch and
entertainment at the Tejas
Ranch. In the evening,
JASSA joined with the

group and the City of San
Antonio International De-

partment at the River Pa-
rade.

On December 6, JASSA
hosted the annual “Forget
the Year” Bonenkai party at
the Radius Café. Sushi Zu-
shi provided an excellent
buffet, and Tomoko Warren
provided Koto music with a
little help from Kayuki.

Outgoing president Rose-
mary Kowalski presented a
certificate of appreciation to
Katsushi Okamura, who will
be moving to Dallas this
summer. Katsushi has led
the organization and opera-
tion of our food booths at
Asian Festival and Folk Life
Festival for many years.
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On January 11, JASSA held the annual Shinnenkai Xeav's pot-luck at the Girl Scout Regional Headtgrs. Dr.
Mimi Yu, UTSA Japanese Language professor and ©Bn Den, UTSA East Asia Initiative Director, dissesl plans
for the UTSA East Asia Initiative. JASSA welcomée hew officers for 2008. This annual event incluseme of the
best selections of home-cooked food brought by JAB®mbers.

Now Taking Applicants for JASSA Scholarships I

JASSA Scholarship Chair Suzanne
Peterson is pleased to announce the
College Scholarship Program for
2009. This is the first time JASSA
has offered scholarships. It is due to
the generosity of Corporate Donors
and Sponsors that we can do so.

The purpose of these scholarships is
to promote mutual understanding of

Welcome New Members I

Family Members
Laura Cantu

Sayuri Funaki

Theodore Paul and Kathy Furukawa
Mayumi and Chris Netz

Keri Toma and Frank Everson

Kelli and Brad Troup

Javier and Rachel Monreal

Individual Members
Emily Belzer

Adam Dickreiter
Martha Fabrique
Larissa O'Brien
Kazuko Pegram
Beatrice Quintero
Tsuyoshi Sugino
Edgar Tovar

the cultures, business environments
and people of the United States and
Japan. Further, its purpose is to

help strengthen the relationship be-
tween San Antonio and its Japanese
sister city, Kumamoto, Japan.

See the full application at www.
jas-sa.org/ scholarship

Student Members
Alicia Aguilar

lliana Correa

Dianne Garcia
Michael Garcia
Elizabeth Phillips
David Romero (SAC)

Senior Members
Ronald C. Flaherty




Japan America Society
Of San Antonio
PO Box 460444
San Antonio, TX 78246-0444
(210) 274-1211

Board of Directors
Taeg Nishimoto, President
Rosemary Kowalski, Membership
Rosemarie Kanusky, Programs
Yuko Kawabe, Education
Howard Hu, Business and Economic Development
Katsushi Okamura, Cultural Activities
Don Olsen, Parliamentarian
Vivian Seki, Recording Secretary
Janet Powell, Treasurer

Committees

Suzanne Peterson, Scholarship

lkuko Groesbeck, Social

Nobuko Utterback, Notification
Koji Kubo, Kumamoto
Sister-City

Donna Tomlin, Reception

Mike Nishimuta, Communications

Japan Outreach Coordinator This is the official publication of the Japan-AmuariSociety of San
Antonio. JASSA is a non-profit organization and aperated

Tamaki Masuda
according to such laws. JASSA membership is openalto
individuals, businesses or organizations interestedoromoting
mutual respect and understanding between JaparthentUnited
States through cultural, educational and businmegatives.




