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· January 7 —Shinenkai 
Potluck at Trinity 
Baptist Church 1 pm 

· January 17-18 Japa-
nese Classes begin 

· February 10—Asian 
Festival at Institute of 
Texan Culture 

· February 18—
Japanese Speech Con-
test at San Antonio 
College 
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JASSA Welcomes 2007 Officers! 

I am so excited about JASSA and 2007!  We have had a tremen-
dous year of growth and excitement with the opening of the Toyota 
Plant, and all the activity that has brought. As president in 2006, 
Norio Seki led us through a great year, with truly historic events, 
and I thank him! 
 
Please join me in making this an even better year for all Japanese 
interests in San Antonio. Please get involved in one of our many 
committees and at least one of our events. We need every one of 
you, because you each have great gifts to share with us. 
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Max Navarro 
1st Vice President 

(Membership)   

Robert Langston 
2nd Vice President 

(Programs) 

Katsuhiko Shimizu, PhD 
3rd Vice President 

(Education)   

Mitsu Yamazaki 
4th Vice President 

(Business and  Eco-
nomic Development) 

Toni Gustafson, PhD 
5th Vice President  

(Cultural Activities) 

Hiroko Fay 
Advisor to the Board 

Norio Seki  
2006 President 
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                            Adult Beginners:               Thursdays from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. starting on Jan 18th for 8 weeks 
                            Adult Intermediate:           Wednesdays from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. starting on Jan 17th for 8 weeks 
                            Adult Advanced:               Wednesdays from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. starting on Jan 17th for 8 weeks 
                            Student Beginners:            Thursdays from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. starting on Jan 18th for 8 weeks 
 
Location:             Ferrari Learning Center, 107 W. Rampart Dr. One Block south of North Star Mall between  San Pedro             
                            and McCullough 
Instructor:            Ms. Yuko Kawabe, Japanese language professor at Out Lady of the Lake University and San Antonio College 
Textbooks:          Adult Class – Japanese for Busy People Book 1 by Kodansha 
                            Beginners Class—Japanese for Young People Book 1 by Kodansha 
Tuition:               $100 for JASSA members, $120 for non-members (cost of book not included) 
Contact:               Ms. Yuko Kawabe, Tel: (210) 696-1613 or e-mail: yukoboshi@aol.com 
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Please come join us at the New Year’s Party “Shinenkai” and welcome in the Year of 
the Boar!  It will be a potluck lunch with a tremendous selection of oriental dishes. 
Please bring your home-made specialty, or if you don’t have one, a dish from the store 
is okay too.  Please bring any dish you desire 
 
Sunday, January 7, 2007, 1 p.m. ~  3:00 p.m. Place:  Trinity Baptist Church,  319 E. 
Mulberry, San Antonio.  We will be in the main dining room (319) of the Education 
Center. This is a large dining room.  Trinity Baptist Church is located on Mulberry 
Street between Shook and McCollough, just west of Trinity University. 
 
Please use the parking lot located on the Mulberry Street between main church building 
and the little chapel closer to McCollough. 
 
Use the walk way (little chapel side of the parking lot) to enter the main building; after 
you are in the building, turn left and you will see a gym. Dining room is past the gym.   
Dress is informal.  No Charge or RSVP required. 

The end of a year is a good time to look back, to reflect on achievements, to look forward, and to see 
what we still need to accomplish. It’s been an amazing year for JASSA.  I would like to mention a 
couple of major achievements JASSA made this year. First, we are now a member of the National 
Association of Japan America Societies. This year, we have more corporate members than ever in 
JASSA history, including major financial institutions, hospitals, auto manufacturers and non-profit 
organizations.  
 
Besides our annual participating events, the corporate membership drive we organized in October 
was very successful. I would personally like to thank Max Navarro, Membership Chair for initiating 
this event. The 2006 JASSA board members are also to be thanked and congratulated for their suc-
cess in getting JASSA involved and recognized in the San Antonio business community and for their 

                               contributions to conducting the business of JASSA. 
It has been our goal to reach out to individuals and organizations to communicate Japanese culture, education, business, 
lifestyle and language. With your continued support, small or large, JASSA will continue to be a success and flourish 
beyond our expectations.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all JASSA members. JASSA will once again be honored to have        
Rosemary Kowalski serve as president next year. Welcome back,  Rosemary!!!    

Wishing everyone a prosperous and healthy year in 2007.                                     �����������
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Don Olsen 

Parliamentarian    
Nobuko Utterback 

Notification  
Committee Chair 

Annie Brogan 
Social Committee Chair 

Zachery Kuentz 
Kumamoto Sister-City Chair 

James Opper 
Treasurer 

Ava Perrill 
Recording Secretary 

Donna Tomlin 
Reception Committee 

Mike Nishimuta 
Web Site Editor and 

Communications 

�����������������
�
������������������

That’s the date for the Asian Festival at the Texan Institute of Culture. From 10 am until 5 pm, 
there will be booths, dances, activities and demonstrations of all Asian groups: Japanese, Korean, 
Chinese, Indian, Philippine, Taiwanese, and more. 
 
JASSA will have a booth as we did at the Folklife festival serving different kinds of food. Please 
come and help us!  If you do, you can enter free and enjoy the rest of the day.  
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The Asian-American Chamber of Commerce is host-
ing a membership drive at the City of San Antonio 
International Center on Wednesday, January 17th,  
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The AACOC does offer 
individual memberships. Rosemary Kowalski, Norio 
Seki, and Mitsu Yamazaki are actively involved with 
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Board of Directors 
 

Rosemary Kowalski, President 
Max Navarro,  Membership 
Robert Langston, Programs 

Dr Katsuhiko Shimizu, Education 
Mitsu Yamazaki,  

Business and Economic Development 
Toni Gustafson, Cultural Activities 

Don Olsen, Parliamentarian 
Ava Perrill, Recording Secretary 

James Opper, Treasurer 
 

Committees 
Annie Brogan, Social  

Nobuko Utterback, Notification  
Zachery Kuentz, Kumamoto Sister-City 

Donna Tomlin, Reception  
Mike Nishimuta, Web Site Editor and 

Communications 

This is the official publication of the 
Japan-America Society of San Antonio. 
JASSA is a non-profit organization and is 
operated according to such laws. JASSA 
membership is open to all individuals, 
businesses or organizations interested in 
promoting mutual respect and 
understanding between Japan and the 
United States through cultural, educational 
and business initiatives. 
 

Japan America Society 
Of San Antonio 

P.O. Box 460444 
San Antonio, TX 78246 

 (210) 274-1211 


