
The Japan-America Soci-
ety of San Antonio raised 
$54,000 for the initiation 
of a new scholarship fund 
with a fund raising drive 
and dinner at the AT&T 
Community Center, re-
ports Fundraising Chair 
Max Navarro. 
 
JASSA created the Fund 
to encourage the study of 
Japanese and Asian 
courses by students at 
San Antonio area colleges 
and universities. Ken Fu-
kuta, President of Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing 
Texas, is serving as honor-
ary chairman, JASSA President Rosemary Kowalski announced. 
 
Suzanne Peterson, Frost Bank Senior Vice-President for Corporate Development, is serv-
ing as scholarship committee chairperson, and Max Navarro, Chairman of Operational 
Technologies, is event and fundraising chairman. 
 
Navarro reports "I'm very pleased to have the honor to serve as chairman for the JASSA 
Scholarship fund raising activity, because it becomes the first Japan-America Society of 
San Antonio scholarship program that many members of JASSA have been requesting 
we institute for many years. It is important to note that both Toyota Motor Manufacturing 
of Texas and AT&T have agreed to strongly support this wonderful program as the prime 
sponsors,” stated Navarro. St. Mary’s University, Our Lady of the Lake University, and 
the University of the Incarnate Word have agreed to match tuition funds provided to 
JASSA for the scholarship program. 

 
JASSA president Rosemary Kowalski 
announced the initiative at the October 
general meeting and started the fund with 
a personal donation of $5,000. Other ma-
jor sponsors include AT&T, Toyota Mo-
tor Manufacturing Texas, USAA, Op-
Tech, Vutex, Avanzar, Frost Bank, and 
Hero LLP. 

Donors Raise $54,000 for Scholarship Fund 
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· January  6— Shin-
nenkai New Year’s 
Dinner (Potluck) at 
Girl Scout Regional 
Office 

· February 2—Japanese 
Speech Contest 

· Feb 5-8– NAJAS Sym-
posium, Washington 
D.C. 

· February 9—Asian 
Festival at Institute of 
Texan Culture 

CHECK THE JASSA 
CALENDAR ON THE 

WEBSITE 

WWW.JAS-SA.ORG/ 
CALENDAR 
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Visit the JASSA   
Website for events, 

news, and information 
 

www.jas-sa.org 

Rosemary Kowalski with donors David Moreno of AT&T Corporation 
(L) and Ken Fukuta, President of Toyota Manufacturing, Texas (R). 

Left—Max Navarro, Fundraising and Event Chair 
and Suzanne Peterson, Scholarship Chair 
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90 JASSA members gathered for a traditional Japanese end of year or “Forget the Year” party at the Blue Star Con-
temporary Art Center on December 12. Highlights of the event were a memorable feast provided by Sushihana Restau-
rant, with a demonstration of how a chef with a very sharp knife prepares Nigiri, or fresh Salmon.  Several new mem-
bers and soon to be new members joined the festive gathering.  JASSA thanks Robert Langston, Program Chairman, 
for organizing the successful event, to the RK group for providing table decorations, and to Sushihana for the meal. 
The traditional New Year’s Party “Shinenkai” is coming on January 6. 

2007 Bonenkai at the Blue Star 
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JASSA Members to Travel to Washington, D.C. 

Kumamoto Sister City Display at Trinity University 

This month of this year marks the 20th anniversary of sister city rela-
tionship between Kumamoto City in Japan and San Antonio.  Kuma-
moto is also celebrating its own 400th year of rich history.  JASSA, in 
cooperation with International Exchange Section of Kumamoto City, 
is pleased to announce a display of Kumamoto (with Kumamoto En 
Japanese Garden) in Coates Library of Trinity University. 
 
Visitors are welcome to the Coates Library.  You can enter the library 
by signing in your name. You must arrive before 8:00 pm. Entering 
the Library, walk between the atrium and two elevators and turn left 
along the wall.  To see the library hours and campus map, please click 
http://lib.trinity.edu/libinfo/hours/index.shtml and http://www.trinity.
edu/departments/public_relations/tour/map/color_campu 
s_map_new.pdf (Library is #6 ).  The library visitors' parking is lot F.  
 
Please call the 
Campus Secu-
rity at 999-
7001 for park-
ing questions. 
Parking is 

more flexible on weekend and after 5:00 pm on weekdays.  If 
you need assistance, please contact Ikuko Groesbeck: 
igroesbe@trinity.edu or 999-8124.  She is happy to assist you. 
 
JASSA thanks Ikuko for this wonderful exhibit! Good Work! 
 

JASSA President Rosemary Kowalski and VP of 
Business and Economic Development, Mitsu Ya-
mazaki, will represent JASSA at the 6th Interna-
tional Symposium of Japan-America Societies in 
Washington D.C., Feb 5 to Feb 8. 
 
This will be the first time JASSA has attended 
the Symposium since joining in 2007.  
 
The events will include a Reception at the Resi-
dence of the Japanese Ambassador to the US, His 
Excellency Ryozo Kato. The visit is timed to co-
incide with the Japan Festival at the Kennedy 

Center. The festival brings together more than 450 artists, more 
than 40 performances, and more than a dozen free events to 
showcase the best Japanese theater and dance, music and fashion, 
architecture and sculpture, poetry and literature, photography and 
film. 
 
NAJAS has societies in 26 states, the District of Columbia, Can-
ada and Japan.  Please visit the NAJAS website at www.us-japan.
org.  The association has a variety of resources spanning Politics, 
Public Administration, Travel, Business, Economy, News Media, 
resources for teachers and students, information on fellowships 
and exchanges, and a job bank. 



����������	
����
�
���
������
����

Board of Directors 
Rosemary Kowalski, President 

Tom Willems, Membership 
Robert Langston, Programs 
Yuko Kawabe, Education 

Mitsu Yamazaki, Business and Economic 
Development 

Katsushi Okamura, Cultural Activities 
Don Olsen, Parliamentarian 

Ava Rae Perrill, Recording Secretary 
James J. Opper, Treasurer 

 
Committees 

Ikuko Groesbeck, Social  
Nobuko Utterback, Notification  

Koji Kubo, Kumamoto  
Sister-City 

 Janet Powell, Telephone  
Donna Tomlin, Reception  

This is the official publication of the Japan-
America Society of San Antonio. JASSA is 
a non-profit organization and is operated 
according to such laws. JASSA 
membership is open to all individuals, 
businesses or organizations interested in 
promot ing mutual respect and 
understanding between Japan and the 
United States through cultural, educational 
and business initiatives. 

Japan America Society 
Of San Antonio 
PO Box 460444 

San Antonio, TX 78246-0444 
(210) 274-1211 

����������	��
�����������	��
 �


