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General Meeting Sunday, September 10—Election Day I

Next General Meeting and Election of Officers is\&ay, September 10th from 1:30 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m. at the San Antonio Girl Scout Offid®443 Gulfdale, San Antonio. Tel:
(210) 349-2404 Please mark your calendar to attkisdimportant general meeting for
the election of 2007 officers. If you are unatdeattend and want to send your absentee
vote, please contact Mr. Emilio Hinojosa, Elect@ommittee member at 349-2404 or by
e-mail: ehinojosa@sagirlscouts.org and requesitmentee ballot form. According to
our By-Laws the absentee ballot form must be podtethno later than the day before the
election.

Corporate Membership Reception at SAMA October 26 I

JASSA is planning a Social event for our current and potential cogpoenbers .
This event will be held in the Great Hall of the San Antonio Museum of Art on
Thursday, Oct 26, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. Appetizers and drinks will be available|

September 10—General
Membership Meeting
1:30 pm

September 22— Evening
of Japanese Art and Cul
ture

October 14—Annual Ma|
tsuri festival, Central
Library, 11 am to 4 pm

October 26—Corporate
Membership Social at
San Antonio Museum of
Art 6:30 pm-8:30 pm

We ask corporate sponsors to attend and bring others who would like to join in fthe

opportunity to recognize strengthen our Japanese relationships and roleamthe |

munity. Please RSVP to Max Navarro, Membership Chairman, 731-0000.

Membership Dinner Brings Large Crowd I

November 29—Board
Meeting, 6 pm.

December 3, Bonnenkai
Party. Location to be
announced.

JASSA President Norio Seki welcomes the maximum
capacity crowd of over 140 who attended the member
ship dinner, sponsored by Sushi Zushi and Sushihan
Restaurants on August 5 at the Girl Scout Center. Ove
two dozen new members were recognized, including
corporate members from Toyota, Nix Health Care,
Zarate Medical Group, Frost Bank, and the New Braun-
fels Chamber of Commerce.
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then, just about every aspeclggrce came to San Antonio and
of my life has had a Japan | yas Jucky enough to work on
component to it. | have con- 1ha; delegation, even getting to

tinued to study the language giay with the group’s band and
and | compete each year inthe 5¢¢" a5 their translator! This

state-wide  Japanese Speecl j5nyary, | will return to Japan
contest. I've gotten 4th and ¢, g,dy at Osaka’s Kansai Gai-
6th the last two years in the gai yniversity where | will

adult division. This summer | |eam apout International Busi-
worked as an intern for the pegs and Economics from the

City of San Antonio’s Intérna-  jananese perspective. | highly
tional Affairs Department and encourage everyone to visit Ja-

got to experience a totally dif- pan because it is so radically
ferent side of international re- different from the U.S. and

lations as | worked on the dif- gives you a totally different

ferent delegations including perspective on Japanese life as

ones from Japan. In July, & e as what it means to be an
225 member delegation of the American.

Japanese Naval Self-Defense

It's funny how six short months
can influence the course of the
rest of a life. | didn’t know how
influential my time studying
abroad in Kumamoto would be
when | was living there, but
now it has made all the differ-
ence. | studied in Kumamoto ir
2002 for six months when | was
a junior in high school and since

JASSA'’s donation to Kumamoto allowed us to help restore the castle

$! %!
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The Kumamoto Castle 400th
anniversary celebration will
consist of seven events, begin-
ning on New Year’'s Eve 2006
and continuing throughout
2007 in order to capture the
distinctive beauty of each of
the four seasons.

Kumamoto Castle, one of the
most beautiful castles in Japan
along with Osaka and Nagoya
Castles, will celebrate the
400th year since its original
construction in 1607. The
celebration will kick off with a

New Year’'s Eve countdown to L )
2007 and conclude with the completed by 2007, which is ™ commemorative events that

opening ceremony of the grea intended 'Fq return the_castle_ to will be held on the castle
“Honmaru Goten Guest Hall” the.ma.gnlflc'(-;nt state it was in grounds. The cherry blossom
that is scheduled for comple- during its initial completion N season adds an especially
tion in spring 2008. Most of the 17th century. Everyqne IS beautiful atmosphere to the
the restoration work of the bound to enjoy t_he traditional  celebration in late March and
other castle buildings will be culture, performing arts, and  early April.

* from Kumamoto, Japan- Misaki TateI)

Greetings from Kumamoto City, versary since City of San Antonio
Japan! My name is Misaki Tateo and Kumamoto City signed up for
and | work for the Kumamoto sister city affiliation in 1987. This
City International Exchange Sec- coincides with the 400th anniver-
tion. | was formerly a sister city sary of the construction of Kuma-
representative stationed atthe  moto Castle, the most representa
City of San Antonio International tive symbol of Kumamoto City.
Affairs Department in 2001. It ~ We are currently planning many
was my pleasure to be able to  commemorative festivals and
play a role in JASSA’s events,  events for this special celebration,
such as the Kumamoto-En Day, and it will be a wonderful opportu-
; L Folk Life Festival, Japan Festival nity for all our friends in San Anto-
Misaki with Dr Susan Blackwoodl and Asian Festival. nio to come visit Kumamoto and
from San Antonio join in on the 400th anniversary
Next year marks the 20th anni-  celebration.
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San Antonio Welcomes Kumamoto Exchange Students I

On Friday, August 25th, JASSA wel-
comed the Exchange Students from
Kumamoto with a dinner at La Marga-
rita Restaurant The students arrived on
Wednesday, August™ and they will

! be in San Antonio until May 2007.
Two college students will live in a dor-
mitory at the University of the Incar-
nate Word and four high school stu-
dents will stay with local host families.
They may be reached through the fol-
lowing contacts:

Mr. Martin Klingbacker at the Univer-
sity of the Incarnate Word — Office Tel:
(210) 805-5702

Ms. Ninfa Ozuna at Incarnate Word
High School — Office Tel: (210) 829-
3123

Mr. Alex Calderon at St. Anthony High
School — Office Tel: (210) 832-5632

Miss Shiori Harada&.G¢\gPa [ B MWz -Gl E HUED 8 -alL il I

Junior, Kumamoto Prefectural University, British-American li&igLiterature Major, attending the Univer-
sity of the Incarnate Word. The reason for applying as an egehstudent — Since my major is education, |
am interested in the American educational system. | waetta about it by studying at a university in the
U.S. and to compare the Japanese and American systems. Atgpinithe U.S. will give me an opportunity
to improve my conversational English.

My objectives are to meet many people, make many friemdgain experiences that are not possible in Ja-
pan. | want to learn many things through these valuables experiandenake use of them in the future. |
will study hard at the University to improve my ability to communicatEnglish.
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“Evening of Japanese Art and Culture" at
Radium hosted by Dance Umbrella

An “Evening of Japanese Art and
Culture” will be held on Friday,
September 22, 2006, 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at Radium, 411 E. Mar-
tin, San Antonio, TX 78205 (by
City Auditorium) Admission is
Free. Note: The time of the event is
subject to change. If there is a
change, we will notify you by e-
mail or telephone. San Antonio
Dance Umbrella, a nonprofit or-
ganization, is sponsoring a

Japanese Culture Evening and many
JASSA members are participating in
this event.

There will be dance performance,
Sumie, Origami, calligraphy, lkebana,
Kamishibai picture stories, etc. Also,
San Antonio Girl Scout Dance Team
“Girls in Motion” is practicing a Bon
Odori dance to perform in this event.
So this will be a fun night introducing
the Japanese art and culture to San Ant
tonio citizens. Please mark your calen-
dar and enjoy the evening.

Japanese Language Classe€hange of Date I

Announcing a change of date for Japanese Language Class — Session 3 (2006) Awm(Osit@et 4

Originally the classes were scheduled on Tuesday and Wednesdayg starBugust 22, 2006 and August
23, 2006; however, due to Ferrari Learning Center’s change of operating hourssiedriasses were
moved to Thursday. The following is the new schedules:

Adult Intermediate: Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. starting on AUGf®B weeks

Adult Beginners: Tuesday from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. starting on AUGfRB weeks

Adult Advance: Thursday from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. starting on Alltagd Aug. 31st for 2 weeks;
Wednesday from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. starting on Sept. 6 through Oct. 11th

Student Beginners: Cancelled

For inquiry, please contact Ms. Yuko Kawabe, Tel: (210) 696-1613 or e-mail: yukobadlud@a

Mr. Kento Doo * (1%l  PHOR Sy ®

Chiharadai High School, attending St. Anthony H&ghool
The reason for applying as an exchange studefdvelmusic and | want to write my own songs in Estyl
My objective is to learn English well.
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Miss Minako Soga 94 1"+x-R ZNGAmg> I

Hitsuyukan High School, attending St. Anthony High School. The reasoapfaying as an ex-
change student — Living abroad will give me an objective viewysetfi Japan and others that will
help me in the future. My objective is to learn and experiensefand different cultures and cus-
toms. | want to inform people about Japanese culture and lifenmakioto. | also want to improve
my English.
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Miss Kin Katsu Vé S P & ¥4)E)ENU 4%OR Koy

Chiharadai High School, attending Incarnate Worgh-school

The reason for applying as an exchange studentcauBe | love American history and culture, | applie be an ex-
change student. My objective is to learn Englisti.wkam going to study hard for the next 10 mean#nd any assis-
tance would be appreciated
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Miss Misato Takata mgGy¢...d[ D 9»+7-67&SA-Gcw 61 l

Senior, Kumamoto University, Education Major, attimgy the University of the Incarnate Word. The oeafor ap-

plying as an exchange student — | plan to be anezitary school teacher. My current major at thearsity is Spe-

cial Education for disabled children; thereforant interested in learning about the American edoicaystem, espe-
cially ways for disabled children to fit into sche@nd society. | also want to improve my prafi@y in English and
to broaden my knowledge to support my vision antcepts.

My objectives are to meet and talk with many peoglevant to participate in volunteer activitiesrteeet adults and
children in San Antonio. | also want to meet peoplitside of the United States. | plan to havadctive college life

and to acquire a good working knowledge of conwarsal English.
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Miss Haruka Nagamachi h GEb6l( ZIT&Mkmm®

Hitsuyukan High School, attending St. Anthony HEgthool. The reason for applying as an exchangestudl want to
learn the country’s culture, customs, values aedv\wf life to help me in the future. | also waatléarn the language
required to function successfully in the Unitedt&a My objective is to master English beyond gday conversation,
Thank you for any assistance you can provide me tineenext 10 months.

2f92%d<i &  -I' Q)E Q8 %¥1Ra301"0"™\Bu-6vJi60.ING®.<BdiaBiFe) JG®

?E N.UIl: BU€J-uOUI¢ : B'Bd i

Ge-6QI<'6  8tOC!C] 't ™M Q ETEQUE-U] >nk)NMniiiO9—h"
kp:2-c':a<i




Japan America Society
Of San Antonio
326 W. Josephine St.
San Antonio, TX 78212
(210) 736-9912

Board of Directors

Norio Seki, President
Max Navarro, Membership
Thomas Brogan, Programs
Dr Katsuhiko Shimizu, Education
Mark Kent, Business and Economic
Development
Toni Gustafson, Cultural Activities
Don Olsen, Parliamentarian
Vivian Seki, Recording Secretary
Katsushi Okamura, Treasurer

Committees
Annie Brogan, Social
Nobuko Utterback, Notification
Zachery Kuentz, Kumamoto
Sister-City
Kyoko Moehle, Telephone
Donna Tomlin, Reception
Mike Nishimuta, Web Site Editor

This is the official publication of the
Japan-America Society of San Antonio.
JASSA is a non-profit organization and is
operated according to such laws. JASSA
membership is open to all individuals,
businesses or organizations interested in
promoting mutual respect and
understanding between Japan and the
United States through cultural, educational
and business initiatives.




